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to the good that a man should have a choice between
two creeds instead of being kept rigidly to one only;
so that if he changed from the one to the other he
should have to send not for the undertaker but
merely for the furniture remover.

IV
The Peace of Augsburg restored tranquillity to
Germany for the moment, but it was an unstable
tranquillity born of exhaustion and compromise.
Moreover, it contained in itself the seeds of a new
and still more deadly conflict.   For, first, the prin-
ciple *cujus regio ejus religio5 left the determination
of the faith wholly to the caprice of the princes,
whose oscillations were frequently themselves deter-
mined more by political expediency than by religious
conviction.   Secondly, the free imperial cities, since
they were nominally under the direct authority of
the Emperor, were not allowed the liberty of choice
conceded to the princes.   They were reserved for
Catholicism, in spite of the fact that among their
citizens Protestant dissent found its strongest sup-
porters.   Thirdly, the stipulation that fixed the date
AJ>. 1552 as that which should decide the validity
of the tide to secularised ecclesiastical lands was
arbitrary and irritating.   The Catholics felt that they
had the right to recover all thek confiscated pro-
perty.  The Protestants not only refused to surrender
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